
Rite for Those Entering Catechumenate 
Catechumens are those who commit to learning more of Christ and his Way during a period of concentrated devotion to worship, reflection, learning, and service before taking, confirming, or renewing their baptismal vows.  They may include those of any age who wish to confirm baptismal vows taken for them during infancy, or those who were never baptized who wish to be baptized.  This period may occur at any time during the church year and last however long it needs to last, though Lent was originally set aside for this intense period of devotion.    

You will need:

· One spiritual companion for each catechumen, chosen carefully by a spiritually discerning catechumenate team
· an elder who will represent the Session

· the church’s official book with names of the baptized

· a pen

After the sermon, an affirmation of faith may be professed, followed by a hymn of consecration, during which catechumens come forth.   

Session Member:  With joy we bring {NAMES} before the assembly to be enrolled in the school of faith as catechumens.    
Pastor:  You’ve heard the Word and responded to the prompting of the Spirit to come and see for yourself the One who is calling you.  So we gather around you to support you as you take this next step of faith.       
What is it is that has led you here?  {Let the catechumens respond briefly in their own words.}
What is it that you seek?   {“to know Christ,” “to grow in God’s love,” “I would see Jesus” are possible responses, but let the words be the catechumens’ own}
What do you ask of the church?  

{“Faith” or “to teach me The Way” or “to support me along The Way ” are possible responses, but, again, let the words be the catechumens’ own.}
You seek to know more of Christ and his Way.  We are honored that God has chosen us  to walk with you along this part of your faith journey.  The wisdom of our elders has commissioned {NAMES of Faith Companions} to walk with you during this time, to answer your questions, pray with you, and, in Holy Spirit, to guide you on The Way of Christ.  Will you accept {her/his} friendship?

Catechumen:  I will.

(To Faith Companions):  You have answered the call to this commission to be a faith companion along The Way.  Do you promise to be faithful to this call, giving of your time and talents as unto Christ?  

Companion:  I do.

In Holy Spirit, do you promise to watch with your catechumen for the presence of the living Lord in the world?  
Companion:  I do. 

Will you listen for the deepest longings of their spirit for what is lovely, true, and right and will you gently point out whatever hinders the manifestation of God’s good in and through them?  

Companion: I will.  

Will you regularly pray with and for {NAMES} and open your own spirit to them as you share this spiritual friendship?

Companion: I will.

(to Catechumens)  Now, your faith companion is human and will sometimes fall short of your expectations.  Whenever you have needs that your faith companion cannot meet,  will you persevere in calling upon others of this church to help you along The Way?     

Catechumen:  I will.

Let us pray.  (laying hands on companions being commissioned in this ministry) O Lord, our Provider,  bless these your ministers, {COMPANIONS’  FIRST NAMES}, that they may be conduits of your Spirit to lead your children deeper into the heart of the mystery of grace. Grant them your wisdom and the gift of spiritual friendship, through Christ we pray.  Amen.    
To Congregation:

To Congregation: It takes a village to raise a child, a whole church to nurture a Christian.  Will you, brothers and sisters, do all you can to support these catechumens along the Way of Christ.  Will you pray for them, talk with them, encourage and support them as part of your Lenten discipline?

Congregation:  We will.  

To Catechumens Becoming Catechumens:  We invite you now to sign your name in the book of the church’s faith to begin your enrollment as a catechumen.  
Each catechumens signs her/his name in a special book that the church will keep as part of its most treasured records.  This may be the same book kept by the clerk of the Session for those baptized and/or confirmed, as well as those whose baptism is complete in death.   

As they are signing the book:

This marks a significant step in your life of faith.  You may or may not choose to go forward with {being baptized/making your confession of faith/or renewing your baptismal vows} but when you ARE ready we will have record of this step of your faith journey to pass along to others who will be there to continue to walk with you into God’s future. 

After all have signed:  Now, we’d like to bless you.

Catechumens and their companions face one another.  As the pastor prays, the companion of each catechumen marks them with the sign of the cross.  
Let us pray.

Beloved Lord, set {NAMES} as a seal upon your heart, 

As we set your sign upon their lives in this blessing.  
(with companion making the sign of the cross on the catechumen’s forehead):  May Christ be in your head and in your understanding that you may know the ways of Wisdom.

(making the sign of the cross on the catechumen’s eyes): May the Lord open your eyes to see the light of Christ that illumines your way.  

(making the sign of the cross on the catechumen’s nose): May the Lord open your nostrils to the sweet aroma of love’s continual prayer.   

(making the sign of the cross on the catechumen’s ears): May the Lord open your ears that you may hear Christ’s gospel as Word of Life.
 (making the sign of the cross on the catechumen’s lips): May the Lord open your lips to sing God’s praise and weep with those who weep.    

(making the sign of the cross on the catechumen’s chest):  May the Lord open your heart for God’s compassion to dwell therein.  

(making the sign of the cross on the catechumen’s shoulders):  May the Lord give you strength to resist the powers that destroy, shoulder your cross, and find Christ’s yoke easy, his burden light.

(making the sign of the cross on the catechumen’s palms):  May Christ’s nail-scarred hands work through your hands 
as God touches the world with mercy through deeds of service. 

(making the sign of the cross on the catechumen’s feet):  May your feet travel with joy along the Way of Christ and be swift with Christ’s gospel of peace to all people.
The Session Member may hand Bibles to each catechumen with the following words, which the pastor may say as the ruling elder presents the Bible.  

All we need to know for faith and salvation is written here, that we might believe and have life abundant.  Accept these Bibles as gifts from the church.  The Holy Bible is God’s Word, written for you by our ancestors in the faith.  Mark well its promises because they are promises made to you.  May God’s Word nourish and sustain you along The Way.

And now turn to kneel and receive the congregation’s blessing.

The catechumens kneel.  The church stands and raises their arms in front of them in benediction position, palms down.  

May Christ be with you and within you

Christ above you and beneath you

Christ behind you and before you

Christ beside you to walk with you 

And lead you deeper into the heart of God

Working to redeem all things through Holy Spirit.  

Amen.

A celebratory piece of music may follow with handshakes/hugs, as the service continues.  
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