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One of my spiritual disciplines is to spend time in scripture
and prayer each morning. As I read and pray, there are times
in which I experience God speaking to me and there are
times in which I do not hear much of a word from God. But it
is this simple practice of being in God’s presence
intentionally each and every day, that helps me pay attention
to God’s will and leading. This morning I was reading from
Numbers 20-22.
This morning’s reading ended with the strange story of God,
Balaam, and Balaam’s donkey. Balaam is faithful in listening for God’s direction as he is being
asked to help the King of Moab. Even though he hears from God that it is okay to meet the king
with very specific instructions, his donkey veers from the path three times. He is frustrated with
the donkey each time! But then realizes that God is continuing to speak through the donkey.
He almost got out in front of God, but by paying attention to God through God’s activity in his
own life, he enters his mission with clarity. I hope that your Lenten practices are helping you to
pay attention to God’s specific call on your lives and ministries. I continue to realize my need for
each of you. As I travel to be with church leaders in places like Greenville, South Carolina and
Salisbury, North Carolina, I see God at work in your commitment to follow Jesus into the fullest

life possible. Thanks for sharing the Lenten journey with me. I pray that the things you find in this
letter will help you more clearly hear God’s call upon your lives.
Grace,
Ray Jones
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