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When you hear of the name “John Knox,” what is the first thing that comes to your mind? A thunderous preacher, a fearless prophet, an insightful theologian, a great reformer, or the father of Presbyterianism? He was all of these. However, I think many people, including Presbyterians, do not recognize him as a powerful man of prayer even though he became who he was because of his prayer life. The prayer of one humble man was at the heart of the Reformation in Scotland. The severe persecution of Roman Catholicism that was rampant in John Knox’s times led him to kneel down before God. He argues in Treaties on Prayer, “. . . so not to call upon God in your tribulation, is like as if you did not know God, or else utterly denied him. . . O! Why cease we then to call instantly to his mercy, having his commandment so to do? Above all our iniquities, we work manifest contempt and despising of him, when, by negligence, we delay to call for his gracious support.”
 He could not cease praying because of his dire circumstance.   
In England, although the Protestant movement made a great progress during Queen Elizabeth’s reign, the Puritan movement came to an end as the pro-Episcopalian King James was enthroned. On the other hand, Scotland, in spite of severe persecution against Protestants, progressed to experience a great revival. What made this difference between the two nations? I propose that it was the unceasing prayer of John Knox (1514-1572) without which there was no way for him to accomplish God’s mission to him, which was to reform the church. Author Larry Christenson wrote in his book The Christian Family, “Knox prayed with such power that all Scotland was awakened.” Also, pastor Burk Parsons states that “the prayers of one man heard at the throne of God were a threat to the throne of Scotland.”
 This statement is affirmed by the testimony of the Queen of Scots. She said that “she was more afraid of his prayers than of an army of ten thousand men.”
Therefore, if we want to know about John Knox, first and foremost, we must study his prayer life.  
What was prayer to Knox? He defined prayer as “an earnest and familiar talking with God . . .”
 He developed an intimate relationship with God through his prayer life. In these close encounters with God, Knox proclaimed to the people what God revealed to his heart. His prayer and preaching went hand in hand. This was the secret to his persistent fight for revival under furious and severe attacks from Roman Catholicism.  

One day, Knox gave a prophetic word about a certain man who had written an insulting paper about him. Though Knox did not know who that man was, he said, “He shall die in a strange land, where he shall not have a friend near him to hold up his head.”
 Thomas Maitland, who had written that paper, heard this prophetic word and told to his sister. She responded with tears, “None of John Knox’s threats fell to the ground.”
 In this regard, John Knox was like the prophet Samuel who reformed the nation of Israel: “The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the ground” (1 Sam. 3:19). As oracles of God for their own times, both John Knox and Samuel communicated with God through prayer. 
In addition to paying attention to the voice of God, how did John Knox talk to God when he prayed? It is not difficult to imagine when we put ourselves in his shoes. His life was at stake as he was making an effort to reform the church, which was deeply corrupt. He cried out! He prayed fervently! He proclaimed that “. . . if the fire be without heat, or the burning lamp without light, then true faith may be without fervent prayer.” 
 John Knox also stated, “How can any person who has true faith not pray intensely?” There are times when we pray silently, but there are also times when we pray intensely and fervently. The time of the Reformation in Scotland compelled him to pray fervently.
As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of John Knox this year, it is significant for us to remember how the father of our Church was able to succeed in reforming the church. Our denomination has continued to decrease in number and power to influence the nation for several decades. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) needs true reformation. As we can learn from the father of Presbyterianism, the secret of true reformation is intimate prayer: which allows us to pay attention to what the Spirit says to the church (see Rev. 2-3), and fervent prayer: which our time urgently demands.   
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