The Service for the Lord’s Day

Adapted from the Book of Common Order,

commonly called John Knox’s Liturgy, 1564

Opening Sentences

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
Ps. 124:8
who made heaven and earth. 
Amen.

With true and believing hearts, 
let us give worship and praise to God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Liturgy of the Word

Psalm or Hymn
“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”
GTG 801, PH 170
Confession of Sin
Brothers and sisters, let us present ourselves before the Lord,
confessing our faults and sins.
Eternal and everlasting God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

showing mercy and keeping covenant with those who love you 

and reverently keep your commandments: 

we bow before the throne of your majesty, 

confessing in our hearts that you have justly judged us.  
Convert us, therefore, O Lord, and we will be converted. 

Take us into your protection and defense, 

that all the world may know 

the merciful work of salvation

that you have begun among us, 

and that, by your mercy, you will continue.  

Grant us this, O merciful Father, 

for the sake of Christ Jesus your Son.  

Amen.

Absolution

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture

Sermon
Prayer

Almighty God and most merciful Father, 
we humbly submit ourselves to you 
falling down before your majesty 
and praying, from the bottom of our hearts:

Let the seed of your Word, now sown among us, 
be rooted deeply within us. 

Do not let the burning heat of persecution cause it to wither, 
nor allow the thorny cares of this life to choke it; 
but, as seed sown in good ground, 
let your Word bring forth thirty, sixty, and a hundred fold, 
as your heavenly wisdom has appointed. 
And because we continually crave the blessings of your hands, 
we humbly ask you, O heavenly Father, 
to grant us your Holy Spirit, directing our petitions, 
so that they may proceed from a fervent mind 
in accordance with your most blessed will.

Confession of Faith 
The Scots Confession, 3.01
We confess and acknowledge one God alone, 

to whom alone we must cleave, 

whom alone we must serve, 

whom only we must worship, 

and in whom alone we put our trust:

who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, 
incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible;

one in substance, and yet distinct in three persons: 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;

by whom we confess and believe 
all things in heaven and in earth, visible and invisible, 

to have been created, to be retained in their being, 

and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence, 

for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, 
and justice have appointed, 

to the manifestation of his own glory.
Prayers of Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer

Liturgy of the Table
Scripture and Exposition 
1 Cor. 11:23–29
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us lift our spirits and hearts on high.
We lift them to the Lord.

O Lord, we gather here to celebrate 

the Supper of your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who offered his body and shed his blood upon the cross 

for the great benefit of our full redemption, 

and who now provides his body and blood to us

for the nourishment of our souls. 
As we now gather to be partake of his holy Table, 

we humbly ask you to grant us grace, 

so that, in sincerity of heart, in true faith, 
and with genuine and ardent zeal, 

we may receive this great benefit from him, 

fruitfully possessing his body and his blood— 

yes, Jesus Christ himself, 

truly God and truly Human, 

the bread of heaven who gives life to the world.  

Give us grace so that, from this day forward, 
we may live no longer in ourselves, 

but that Christ may live in us, 

leading and guiding us to the blessed life that abides for ever.  

Strengthen our faith, not only so that we may feel its increase, 

but in order that the clear confession of our faith, 

and the good works that proceed from it, 

may proclaim to all the praise and glory of your holy name, 

for you are the everlasting God, blessed for ever. Amen.
Distribution 

Those communing come forward to receive from the elders, while a lector reads Luke 22; alternately, the congregation may sing appropriate psalms.  
Take, eat, the body of Jesus 
who has been delivered from death for you.

This is the cup of the new covenant in the blood of Jesus 
which has been shed for you.

Prayer after Communion

Most merciful God, we offer to you all praise, thanks, and glory,
for by your great mercy you have granted us this excellent gift and treasure:
to be received into the fellowship and company of your dear Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord,

whom you have given to us as nourishment for everlasting life.

Sign and seal these worthy benefits in our hearts, 
so that we may grow more and more each day in true faith,

remaining steadfast in our confession,
to the advancement of your glory,

for you are our God, sovereign over all things 

and blessed for ever. Amen. 
Psalm 103
“Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” 
GTG 629, PH 478

Benediction

The Lord bless us and save us, 
the Lord make his face to shine upon us, 
and be merciful to us; 
the Lord turn his countenance towards us, 
and grant us his peace.

