November 29, 2015

First Sunday of Advent
Color: Purple or Blue

Lectionary Readings

Jeremiah 33:14–16
The days are coming; God’s promise of salvation will be fulfilled.


Psalm 25:1–10
O Lord, teach me your paths; you are the God of my salvation. 

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
May God strengthen your heart until the coming of the Lord Jesus.

Luke 21:25–36
Signs in the heavens show that the kingdom of God is near; be alert.

— Gathering —

Call to Worship

May accompany the lighting of Advent candles

The days are coming, says the Lord, 

when the promise will be fulfilled. 

Heaven and earth will pass away,

but God’s word will stand forever. 
Let us worship God.

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, earth and heaven may pass away

but your realm is eternal

and your promise is sure.

Enlighten our hearts with hope

as our Redeemer draws near.

Help us to heed the signs of the times,

so that we may be ready to stand 

before Christ, our Judge and Savior,

in whose glorious name we pray. 

Amen.

Call to Confession

At the baptismal font:

Surely God is our salvation. 

Have faith, and do not be afraid. 

Isaiah 12:2 
Trusting in God’s grace,

let us confess our sin. 

Prayer of Confession
Eternal God, we confess

that we resist your holy realm. 

You seek justice and righteousness,

but we pursue selfish agendas. 

You promise us salvation, 

but we trust in our own strength. 

Forgive us, God of grace.

Lead us in your way of truth

so that we may be ready 

to see you face to face; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Declaration of Forgiveness

Lifting water from the baptismal font:

With joy, let us draw water 

from the springs of salvation.

Give thanks to the Lord! 

Call on God’s name. 

Isaiah 12:3–4

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God.

— Word —

Prayer for Illumination
At the lectern or pulpit: 

God of truth and wisdom, 

as we listen for your living Word,

send your Spirit to teach us your way,

and lead us in the path 

of your steadfast love and faithfulness.

Amen. 

Scripture

Before the readings: 

As God has spoken through the prophets,

God speaks now to us. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Luke 1:70 

After the readings: 

This is the promise of God

to our ancestors and to us. 

Thanks be to God.  

Luke 1:72

Sermon
Ascription of Praise 
After the sermon: 

Blessed be the Lord. Amen. 
Luke 1:68

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Affirmation of Faith
Season of Advent 
We believe that God has entrusted the church

with the message of reconciliation

in and through Jesus Christ.

We believe that the church is called 

to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world. 

We believe that the church is called blessed

because it is a peacemaker.

We believe that the church is witness

both by word and by deed

to the new heaven and the new earth

in which righteousness dwells.

Adapted from the Confession of Belhar
Prayers of the People

Trusting in the steadfast love of the Lord, 

let us pray for the fulfillment of God’s promises,

saying: Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.   

We pray for the church . . .

Restore what is lacking in our faith.

Help us to increase and abound in love

for one another and for you, our God. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.    

We pray for the world . . . 

Teach us to interpret the signs around us,

warnings of disaster and destruction. 

Bring peace and healing to this planet.

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.   
We pray for this community . . . 

Bless our houses and neighborhoods

with your justice and righteousness,

so that all may live in safety, without fear.

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.   
We pray for loved ones . . . 

Remember those who lift their souls to you.

Surround them with your steadfast love

and preserve them from their troubles. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.    

Come quickly, Emmanuel, in power and glory,

to establish your realm of justice and peace;

and make us ready, on the day of redemption,

to stand before you, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
— Eucharist —

Invitation to Offering

At the communion table: 

God calls us to be a living body,

not a burnt offering. 

In the name of Christ,

let us offer our lives to the Lord

and seek to do God’s will.   

Hebrews 10:5–7  

Prayer of Dedication

At the communion table: 

Giver of all that is good,

may the gifts that we bring today—

gifts of money, energy, and commitment—

be gathered up into your great love,

and through us, may your love 

overflow more and more

into all the world. Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God:

We give thanks, O Lord, that the days are surely coming

when all the world will see the fulfillment of your promise of salvation.

You alone are our righteousness, our only hope for justice and peace.

Therefore we praise you, joining the song

of the universal church and the heavenly choir: 

A Sanctus (“Holy, holy, holy”) is sung. 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:

In Christ, the tree of life, we have seen the first fruits of your holy realm.

Though heaven and earth may pass away, Christ’s word stands secure.

Even now, we look for the day of his coming in power and great glory. 

The words of institution are included here.

Remembering your goodness and grace,

we offer ourselves to you with gratitude

as we share this joyful feast. 

A Memorial Acclamation (e.g., “Christ has died”) is sung.

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this bread and cup;
make us one in the body and blood

of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Teach us to pray night and day that we may see you face to face.

Strengthen us in holiness, faithfulness, joy, and love,

so that we may be ready at the coming of the Lord.

Through the Lord Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Spirit, 

we bless you, God of glory,

now and forever. 
An Amen is sung. 

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking the Bread

Communion of the People

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer after Communion

At the communion table:

Mighty God, holy is your name.

We thank you for gathering us at your table

and feeding us with the bread of life. 

As we leave this table 

to go to the many places where you call us,

send your Spirit to accompany us,

so that we may share in your magnificent work:

lifting up those who are laid low, 

showing mercy to all in need of human kindness,

and feeding the bodies and hearts 

of all those who are hungry. Amen. 
— Sending —

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Blessing and Charge

At the doors of the church:

May the peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,
guard your hearts and minds

in Christ Jesus. Alleluia!
Philippians 4:7 

Rejoice in the Lord always.

Again I say, Rejoice!

The Lord is near. Amen.
Philippians 4:4–5

December 6, 2015

Second Sunday of Advent
Color: Purple or Blue

Lectionary Readings

Malachi 3:1–4
The Lord is like a refining fire; God’s messenger will prepare the way.  


Luke 1:68–79
Zechariah’s song: Blessed is the Lord God, who has come to save us. 

Philippians 1:3–11
The work that God has begun will be completed at Christ’s coming. 

Luke 3:1–6
In the wilderness John cries out: Prepare the way of the Lord.

— Gathering —

Call to Worship

May accompany the lighting of Advent candles

I am sending a messenger, says the Lord,

to prepare the way before me. 

Even now, a voice is crying out: 

Prepare the way of the Lord!
Let us worship God.

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, through Isaiah and John

you sent your word into the wilderness,

crying out: Repent, seek forgiveness,

and prepare the way of the Lord!

Now prepare the way in us and in our world

for the coming of your living Word,

so that all flesh may know your saving grace;

through Jesus Christ who is coming to reign. 

Amen.
Call to Confession

At the baptismal font:

Surely God is our salvation. 

Have faith, and do not be afraid. 

Isaiah 12:2 
Trusting in God’s grace,

let us confess our sin. 

Prayer of Confession
Eternal God, we confess

that we resist your holy realm. 

You come with fire to cleanse us,

yet we remain in our corruption. 

You come with water to save us,

yet we persist in our sin.  

Forgive us, God of grace.

Prepare the way in us

to greet the one who is coming,

so that we may see your salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Declaration of Forgiveness

Lifting water from the baptismal font:

With joy, let us draw water 

from the springs of salvation.

Give thanks to the Lord! 

Call on God’s name. 

Isaiah 12:3–4

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God.

— Word —

Prayer for Illumination
At the lectern or pulpit: 

God of truth and wisdom, 

as we listen for your living Word,

send your Spirit to teach us your way,

and lead us in the path 

of your steadfast love and faithfulness.

Amen. 

Scripture

Before the readings: 

As God has spoken through the prophets,

God speaks now to us. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Luke 1:70 

After the readings: 

This is the promise of God

to our ancestors and to us. 

Thanks be to God.  

Luke 1:72

Sermon
Ascription of Praise 
After the sermon: 

Blessed be the Lord. Amen. 
Luke 1:68

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Affirmation of Faith
Season of Advent 
We believe that God has entrusted the church

with the message of reconciliation

in and through Jesus Christ.

We believe that the church is called 

to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world. 

We believe that the church is called blessed

because it is a peacemaker.

We believe that the church is witness

both by word and by deed

to the new heaven and the new earth

in which righteousness dwells.

Adapted from the Confession of Belhar
Prayers of the People

Trusting in the steadfast love of the Lord, 

let us pray for the fulfillment of God’s promises,

saying: Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.    

We pray for the church . . . 

Keep us faithful in the gospel we share,

giving thanks for the gift of your grace 

and praying always that your will be done. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us. 
We pray for the world . . . 

Make a way in the wilderness of this world:

bring justice and equality to every land

and let all creatures know your saving love. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.  
We pray for this community . . .

Send messengers of your way among us

to kindle in us a passion for what is right

and cleanse us from all corruption. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us. 

We pray for loved ones . . . 

Let your tender mercy shine on them.

Give light to those who wait in darkness

and guide their feet to the path of peace. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.   

Come quickly, Emmanuel, in power and glory,

to establish your realm of justice and peace;

and make us ready, on the day of redemption,

to stand before you, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
— Eucharist —

Invitation to Offering

At the communion table: 

God calls us to be a living body,

not a burnt offering. 

In the name of Christ,

let us offer our lives to the Lord

and seek to do God’s will.   

Hebrews 10:5–7  

Prayer of Dedication

At the communion table: 

Giver of all that is good,

may the gifts that we bring today—

gifts of money, energy, and commitment—

be gathered up into your great love,

and through us, may your love 

overflow more and more

into all the world. Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God:

Your glory is a consuming fire; who can stand in your presence?

Yet you have prepared the way for us, with a messenger of grace.

You receive the humble offering of our lives as a precious gift.

Therefore we praise you, joining the song

of the universal church and the heavenly choir: 

A Sanctus (“Holy, holy, holy”) is sung. 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:

Jesus Christ is our way in the wilderness:

at his word, every valley is lifted and every mountain made low;

in his body, all flesh shall see your saving power.

The words of institution are included here.

Remembering your goodness and grace,

we offer ourselves to you with gratitude

as we share this joyful feast. 

A Memorial Acclamation (e.g., “Christ has died”) is sung.

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this bread and cup;
make us one in the body and blood

of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ that we share,

bring to completion the good work that you began in us,

and let our love for you and for one another overflow in abundance.

Through the Lord Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Spirit, 

we bless you, God of glory,

now and forever. 
An Amen is sung. 

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking the Bread

Communion of the People

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer after Communion

At the communion table:

Mighty God, holy is your name.

We thank you for gathering us at your table

and feeding us with the bread of life. 

As we leave this table 

to go to the many places where you call us,

send your Spirit to accompany us,

so that we may share in your magnificent work:

lifting up those who are laid low, 

showing mercy to all in need of human kindness,

and feeding the bodies and hearts 

of all those who are hungry. Amen. 
— Sending —

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Blessing and Charge

At the doors of the church:

May the peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,
guard your hearts and minds

in Christ Jesus. Alleluia!
Philippians 4:7 

Rejoice in the Lord always.

Again I say, Rejoice!

The Lord is near. Amen.
Philippians 4:4–5

December 13, 2015

Third Sunday of Advent
Color: Purple or Blue

Lectionary Readings

Zephaniah 3:14–20 
Rejoice and sing; God will redeem you and restore your fortunes. 


Isaiah 12:2–6
Surely God is my salvation; trust in the Lord and give thanks. 

Philippians 4:4–7
Rejoice in the Lord, who is near; pray and receive God’s peace.  

Luke 3:7–18
John warns of God’s wrath and proclaims the good news. 

— Gathering —

Call to Worship

May accompany the lighting of Advent candles

Sing praise and shout for joy!

The Lord God is in our midst.
Rejoice in the Lord always.

Again, rejoice! The Lord is near. 
Let us worship God.

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, you sent John into the wilderness

to baptize and proclaim good news to all.

Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit

so that we may repent and bear good fruit,

while we await the promised coming

of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen.
Call to Confession

At the baptismal font:

Surely God is our salvation. 

Have faith, and do not be afraid. 

Isaiah 12:2 
Trusting in God’s grace,

let us confess our sin. 

Prayer of Confession
Eternal God, we confess

that we resist your holy realm. 

You deliver us from judgment

but we continue to judge one another.

You seek to restore our lives

but we fail to bear good fruit.  

Forgive us, God of grace.

Baptize us with Spirit and fire

so that we may be ready to meet you 

when you come again in glory;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Declaration of Forgiveness

Lifting water from the baptismal font:

With joy, let us draw water 

from the springs of salvation.

Give thanks to the Lord! 

Call on God’s name. 

Isaiah 12:3–4

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God.

— Word —

Prayer for Illumination
At the lectern or pulpit: 

God of truth and wisdom, 

as we listen for your living Word,

send your Spirit to teach us your way,

and lead us in the path 

of your steadfast love and faithfulness.

Amen. 

Scripture

Before the readings: 

As God has spoken through the prophets,

God speaks now to us. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Luke 1:70 

After the readings: 

This is the promise of God

to our ancestors and to us. 

Thanks be to God.  

Luke 1:72

Sermon
Ascription of Praise 
After the sermon: 

Blessed be the Lord. Amen. 
Luke 1:68

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Affirmation of Faith
Season of Advent 
We believe that God has entrusted the church

with the message of reconciliation

in and through Jesus Christ.

We believe that the church is called 

to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world. 

We believe that the church is called blessed

because it is a peacemaker.

We believe that the church is witness

both by word and by deed

to the new heaven and the new earth

in which righteousness dwells.

Adapted from the Confession of Belhar
Prayers of the People

Trusting in the steadfast love of the Lord, 

let us pray for the fulfillment of God’s promises,

saying: Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.   

We pray for the church . . .

Help us to bear fruit worthy of repentance,

seeking what is true, fair, and right,

and proclaiming your good news to all.

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us. 

We pray for the world . . .

Remove all distaster and destruction from us;

bring oppressors and enemies to justice

and restore the fortunes of the poor. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.  

We pray for this community . . .

Enable those who live in fear and danger

to trust in you and not be afraid. 

Be near to all who call on your name.

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us. 

We pray for loved ones . . .

Guard their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus

so that they may know your peace, O God,

the peace that passes understanding.

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.  

Come quickly, Emmanuel, in power and glory,

to establish your realm of justice and peace;

and make us ready, on the day of redemption,

to stand before you, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

— Eucharist —

Invitation to Offering

At the communion table: 

God calls us to be a living body,

not a burnt offering. 

In the name of Christ,

let us offer our lives to the Lord

and seek to do God’s will.   

Hebrews 10:5–7  

Prayer of Dedication

At the communion table: 

Giver of all that is good,

may the gifts that we bring today—

gifts of money, energy, and commitment—

be gathered up into your great love,

and through us, may your love 

overflow more and more

into all the world. Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God:

You are our song! We rejoice and sing to you with gladness,

for you have renewed us by your love, restoring the fortunes of the lost,

gathering up the broken and despised, and giving them a home in glory.

Therefore we praise you, joining the song

of the universal church and the heavenly choir: 

A Sanctus (“Holy, holy, holy”) is sung. 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:

Through Jesus Christ, and by the gift of the Holy Spirit,

you have made us children of Abraham and Sarah,

calling us to live with faithfulness, justice, and compassion.

The words of institution are included here.

Remembering your goodness and grace,

we offer ourselves to you with gratitude

as we share this joyful feast. 

A Memorial Acclamation (e.g., “Christ has died”) is sung.

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this bread and cup;
make us one in the body and blood

of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Guard our hearts and minds by the power of Christ Jesus.

Speak to our anxieties with the peace that passes understanding

and let our gentleness and joy be a sign of Christ’s gracious presence. 

Through the Lord Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Spirit, 

we bless you, God of glory,

now and forever. 
An Amen is sung. 

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking the Bread

Communion of the People

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer after Communion

At the communion table:

Mighty God, holy is your name.

We thank you for gathering us at your table

and feeding us with the bread of life. 

As we leave this table 

to go to the many places where you call us,

send your Spirit to accompany us,

so that we may share in your magnificent work:

lifting up those who are laid low, 

showing mercy to all in need of human kindness,

and feeding the bodies and hearts 

of all those who are hungry. Amen. 
— Sending —

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Blessing and Charge

At the doors of the church:

May the peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,
guard your hearts and minds

in Christ Jesus. Alleluia!
Philippians 4:7 

Rejoice in the Lord always.

Again I say, Rejoice!

The Lord is near. Amen.
Philippians 4:4–5

December 20, 2015

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Color: Purple or Blue

Lectionary Readings

Micah 5:2–5a
A ruler will come from Bethlehem; he will be the one of peace. 


Luke 1:46b–55 
My soul magnifies the Lord, who has done great things.


or Psalm 80:1–7
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel; let your face shine, and save us. 

Hebrews 10:5–10
God does not desire burnt offerings; Christ came to do God’s will.

Luke 1:39–45 (46–55)
Mary visits Elizabeth; the child in Elizabeth’s womb leaps for joy.

— Gathering —

Call to Worship

May accompany the lighting of Advent candles

Let us magnify the Lord together! 

Let us rejoice in God our Savior. 

For a child will come from Bethlehem 

to redeem the people of God. 

Let us worship God.

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer of the Day
Living God, with Elizabeth we wonder:

How can this be, that the Lord has come?

Fill us with the life of your Holy Spirit

so that we may greet your promise of grace

with hearts that leap for joy;

through Jesus Christ, your word fulfilled.

Amen.

Call to Confession

At the baptismal font:

Surely God is our salvation. 

Have faith, and do not be afraid. 

Isaiah 12:2 
Trusting in God’s grace,

let us confess our sin. 

Prayer of Confession
Eternal God, we confess

that we resist your holy realm. 

You look with favor on the poor

while we treat the lowly with disdain. 

You scatter the plans of the proud

while we aspire to power and privilege.

Forgive us, God of grace.  

Teach us what you desire,

so that our hearts may leap with joy

at the coming of our Savior; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Declaration of Forgiveness

Lifting water from the baptismal font:

With joy, let us draw water 

from the springs of salvation.

Give thanks to the Lord! 

Call on God’s name. 

Isaiah 12:3–4

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God.

— Word —

Prayer for Illumination
At the lectern or pulpit: 

God of truth and wisdom, 

as we listen for your living Word,

send your Spirit to teach us your way,

and lead us in the path 

of your steadfast love and faithfulness.

Amen. 

Scripture

Before the readings: 

As God has spoken through the prophets,

God speaks now to us. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Luke 1:70 

After the readings: 

This is the promise of God

to our ancestors and to us. 

Thanks be to God.  

Luke 1:72

Sermon
Ascription of Praise 
After the sermon: 

Blessed be the Lord. Amen. 
Luke 1:68

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Affirmation of Faith
Season of Advent 
We believe that God has entrusted the church

with the message of reconciliation

in and through Jesus Christ.

We believe that the church is called 

to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world. 

We believe that the church is called blessed

because it is a peacemaker.

We believe that the church is witness

both by word and by deed

to the new heaven and the new earth

in which righteousness dwells.

Adapted from the Confession of Belhar
Prayers of the People

Trusting in the steadfast love of the Lord, 

let us pray for the fulfillment of God’s promises,

saying: Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.   

We pray for the church . . . 

Teach us to follow Christ our Lord,

who offered himself as a sacrifice of praise

and sought to do your will in all things. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us. 

We pray for the world . . .

Lift up those who are poor and vulnerable;

cast down those who are mighty and proud.

Show us all the power of your saving grace. 
Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.  

We pray for this community . . . 

Help us to stand with those who are in trouble,

feeding the hungry and strengthening the weak,

so that all may live in peace and safety. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us. 

We pray for loved ones . . . 

Look with love on all who need your care.

Dry the tears of those who mourn

and fill the empty with your blessing. 

Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.  

Come quickly, Emmanuel, in power and glory,

to establish your realm of justice and peace;

and make us ready, on the day of redemption,

to stand before you, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

— Eucharist —

Invitation to Offering

At the communion table: 

God calls us to be a living body,

not a burnt offering. 

In the name of Christ,

let us offer our lives to the Lord

and seek to do God’s will.   

Hebrews 10:5–7  

Prayer of Dedication

At the communion table: 

Giver of all that is good,

may the gifts that we bring today—

gifts of money, energy, and commitment—

be gathered up into your great love,

and through us, may your love 

overflow more and more

into all the world. Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God:

As you promised long ago, you have revealed the majesty of your name

in a little child, born in Bethlehem; he is our joy and our peace.

He is our shepherd, feeding us with mercy and leading us in safety. 

Therefore we praise you, joining the song

of the universal church and the heavenly choir: 

A Sanctus (“Holy, holy, holy”) is sung. 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:

Born of Mary, Jesus Christ is our salvation and strength,

the fulfillment of your word and the hope of generations.

Christ lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry with good things. 

The words of institution are included here.

Remembering your goodness and grace,

we offer ourselves to you with gratitude

as we share this joyful feast. 

A Memorial Acclamation (e.g., “Christ has died”) is sung.

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this bread and cup;
make us one in the body and blood

of Jesus Christ our Lord.

In Jesus Christ, help us to live according to your will.

Sanctify and shape us into the image of Christ’s own body,

so that our lives may be a holy offering of love and praise.

Through the Lord Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Spirit, 

we bless you, God of glory,

now and forever. 
An Amen is sung. 

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking the Bread

Communion of the People

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer after Communion

At the communion table:

Mighty God, holy is your name.

We thank you for gathering us at your table

and feeding us with the bread of life. 

As we leave this table 

to go to the many places where you call us,

send your Spirit to accompany us,

so that we may share in your magnificent work:

lifting up those who are laid low, 

showing mercy to all in need of human kindness,

and feeding the bodies and hearts 

of all those who are hungry. Amen. 
— Sending —

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Blessing and Charge

At the doors of the church:

May the peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,
guard your hearts and minds

in Christ Jesus. Alleluia!
Philippians 4:7 

Rejoice in the Lord always.

Again I say, Rejoice!

The Lord is near. Amen.
Philippians 4:4–5

