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A Recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), April 26, 2015

—Gathering—

Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation
This opening prayer in the Armenian Apostolic Church is normally said by the priest. However, in our Protestant tradition – in which we honor the priesthood of all believers – it is appropriate that this be read in unison. 

L: Today we honor the 100th anniversary of the Armenian genocide, when 1.5 million Christians were killed for their faith. As we honor their memory, let us boldly claim the faith that they have, in turn, passed on to us. Let us join our voices in the prayer of the Armenian Apostolic church:

U: Lord our God, save your people and bless your inheritance, preserve the fullness of your Church. Sanctify those who have come to greet in love the beauty of your house. Glorify us by your divine power and forsake not us who have put our trust in you. For yours is the might and the power and the glory unto the ages. Amen.
OR

This opening prayer and call to worship are based on the writings of Gregory of Narek. 

Son of justice, ray of blessings, form of light

Cherished desire, exalted beyond understanding, mighty beyond telling,

Joy of goodness, hope realized, praised by heaven, King of glory, 

Christ Creator, life proclaimed:

… Let your light dawn, your salvation be swift.

Prepare the earth to the light of day

And let the soil bloom and bring forth fruit.

To the Creator, together with you, all glory,

And with the Holy Spirit, praise and resounding thanks,

Now, and always and forever. Amen.

L: The voice of assigning heart, its songs and cry, I offer to you, O Seer of Secrets.

P: Be present in our worship today, and speak movingly to our hearts.

L: You are the one who makes possible the miracle of life.

P: Be present in our worship today, and speak movingly to our hearts.

L: Adorn us with your grace, great God, and accept our praise.

P: Be present in our worship today, and speak movingly to our hearts.

Hymn Suggestions

Hymn suggestions throughout should be anchored in the Scriptures we select, mindful of the event we are recognizing, and attuned with the context of both lamentation and the promise of resurrection in this Easter season.

Confession and Pardon

This is an opportunity to confess complicity for past genocide, stand with those who endure prejudice and persecution, and confess our weakness in upholding our own faith. This prayer is adapted from the liturgy of the Armenian Apostolic Church:

Call to Confession 

In faith let us ask of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ, at this hour of service and prayers, that God may make this offering worthy. 

Prayer of Confession 

In recognition of our failing to seek peace, protect the weak, and sustain our faith in the face of challenge, may the Lord almighty save us and have mercy on us.

Save us, Lord.
That we may pass the hour of this holy sacrifice and the day now before us in faith, let us ask of the Lord.

Grant it, Lord.

The angel of peace to guard our souls, let us ask of the Lord.

Grant it, Lord.

The forgiveness of our transgressions, let us ask of the Lord.

Grant it, Lord.

The great and mighty power of the holy Cross to help our souls, let us ask of the Lord.

Grant it, Lord.

Again with one accord for our true and holy faith, let us beseech the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Let us commit ourselves and one another to the Lord God almighty.

To you, O Lord, we commit ourselves.

Have mercy on us, O Lord our God, according to your great mercy. Let us all say with one accord:

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Assurance of Pardon
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, great in mercy and abounding in kindness: you who endured the sufferings of the cross and of death on account of our sins, make us also, O Lord, sharers in your divine gifts,
that we may be made worthy to give you thanks and to glorify you with the Father and with the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

The Peace

Peace be with you.

And with your Spirit.
—The Word—

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture and Sermon Suggestions 
Revised Common Lectionary
Acts 4:5–12 
Psalm 23

1 John 3:16–24 

John 10:11–18 

As God’s providence would have it, there are some powerful images among these lectionary readings for “Good Shepherd Sunday” (Fourth Sunday of Easter) that might be effectively connected with the anniversary of the Armenian Genocide: Peter’s trial before the Jerusalem Council; the dark valley and presence of enemies in Psalm 23; 1 John’s call to love in truth and action, and to help brothers and sisters in need; Jesus’ promise to lay down his life for his sheep, including other flocks and folds. 

Apostolic Church Lectionary: Commemoration of the Martyrs of 1915

Luke 8:22-56
Acts 11:27-12:24
1 Peter 4:1-11
John 4:43-54
Matthew 10:16-42
Mark 4:10-20

Choosing from among these readings would bring our worship into unity with that of the Armenian Apostolic community. The readings from Luke and John remind us of Jesus’ victory over evil and authority to overcome even death itself. The reading from Acts testifies to the Holy Spirit’s power over the principalities of this world, and the Word’s inextinguishable light. The reading from 1 Peter signals the redemption of our suffering in Christ, and the stewardship of grace handed on to us. The selection from the gospel of Matthew encourages us to be fearless, since we are strengthened by Christ. The reading from the gospel of Mark points us to the abundant harvest of those who believe and do not give up.

Alternate Scripture
Romans 8:18-27, 31-39
The reading from Romans 8 testifies to the strength of God’s love in Jesus Christ in the face of suffering. A sermon in tribute to the martyrs, prepared by Christine Chakoian for this occasion, is found at the end of this document. Rev. Chakoian waves any copyright of this material for the purposes of this service of commemoration. 
Hymn Suggestions

 “Lord, to You Our People Cry” written by David Gambrell in solemn commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. Copyright waived.
Affirmation of Faith

The Nicene Creed

The liturgical resources of the Armenian Apostolic Church remind us: 

“This confession of faith was agreed upon by all the churches at the first ecumenical council held in 325 AD in the city of Nicea, near Constantinople. The Nicene Creed is solemnly chanted by all the people as an official declaration of the most important articles of the Church’s doctrine. It is essential that all those who have assembled for the Divine Liturgy be of one theological mind. If our worship is to be truly the corporate act of Christ’s body, the Church, then there can be no diversity of opinion regarding who God is, and who we are relative to him. This is what the Nicene Creed declares. While reciting the Creed, the faithful join their hands together, thumbs crossed, a reminder of our unity in the orthodox faith.”
Prayers of the People

This “Armenian Martyrs’ Day Prayer” was written by the Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, executive director of the Armenian Evangelical World Council; it is found in The New Armenian Evangelical Hymnal

Our loving and gracious Heavenly Father, for all those who stood firm in their Christian faith in the face of persecution, exile and death,

We praise you, O God.

For all those who endured the genocide,

We praise you, O God.

For all those Armenian men, women and children who were deported, driven in death marches, and massacred mercilessly because they refused to deny Christ,

We lift up our cries to you, O God.

For all those who directly or indirectly participated in the murder of this small Christian nation and washed their hands saying, “I am innocent of their blood,”

We lift up our cries to you, O God.

For all those who continue to trample on truth, justice and human rights,

We lift up our cries to you, O God.

That this nation may not perish but prosper under your fatherly care,

We pray to you, O God.

That you may uproot from our hearts every trace of hatred and the spirit of vengeance,

We pray to you, O God.

That those of us who are the descendants of those noble martyrs may have a deep sense of gratitude and a deep sense of responsibility,

We pray to you, O God.

That we may recognize they died for their faith that we might live for it,

We pray to you, O God.

Grant that we may value the freedom and security we are privileged to enjoy in this beautiful country,

Hear our prayer, O God.

Grant that your power of resurrection may inspire us to live as a righteous people prepared for every good work,

Hear our prayer, O God.

Grant that we may be a compassionate, forgiving and loving people.

Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us a right spirit. Amen.

—Holy Communion—

Offering

Support the mission of the Jinishian Memorial Program among Armenian communities in the Middle East and Armenia. Use Minute for Missions insert and/or five-minute video.
Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Thanksgiving

This Eucharistic Prayer is adapted from the Armenian Apostolic tradition. 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right always to adore you, O God. Holy are you, truly and all-holy; and who are we to presume to contain in words the outpouring of your loving-kindness to us? From the very beginning you cared for us who had fallen, and comforted us by the law and the prophets. And then, tearing up the sentence of condemnation for all our debts, you gave us your only-begotten Son; and becoming man, he journeyed through all the passions of our human life without sin and came willingly to the world-saving cross.

And descending into death, and mightily breaking asunder the bolts of hell, he made you known to us, the God of the living and of the dead. 
And now, O Lord, we remember his redemptive sufferings for us, his life-giving crucifixion, his blessed resurrection, his enthronement at your right hand, O God: 
In all things blessed are you, O Lord. We bless you, we praise you; we give thanks to you, our God.

We do indeed praise and give thanks to you, O Lord, who, having overlooked our unworthiness, have made us ministers of this awesome mystery. Not by any good works of our own, but ever taking refuge in your overflowing mercy, we are bold to receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and honor, now and forevermore. 

Son of God, bread of life, we humbly ask: have mercy on your flock saved by your blood.
We bow down and ask you, God, send upon us and upon these gifts your Holy Spirit.

Amen. Bless, Lord.

Blessing this bread, make it truly the body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And blessing this cup, make it truly the blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Indeed, through this, Christ’s sacrifice, grant love, stability and peace to the whole world: to the Church and to all leaders of the world, to travelers, to prisoners, to those who are in danger, to those who are afflicted, to the weary and to those who are at war. 

Be mindful, Lord, and have mercy.

That our leaders and first enlighteners, the holy apostles and all the pastors and martyrs of the Armenians be remembered in this holy sacrifice, we beseech the Lord.
Be mindful, Lord and have mercy.

Be mindful, Lord, and bless your holy, catholic and apostolic Church, which you have freed by his holy cross. Grant her unshaken peace. 
Be mindful, Lord and have mercy.
Be mindful, Lord, and have compassion on the souls of those who are at rest. Count them among your saints in the kingdom of heaven and make them worthy of your mercy. 
Be mindful, Lord and have mercy.
Be mindful, Lord, also of those who have commended themselves to us for our prayers, and direct them to what is right and abounding in salvation, and reward them all with your blessed bounties that pass not away. 
Have mercy on us, O Lord our God, according to your plenteous mercy. Let us all say with one accord:

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

God of truth, grant us to open our mouths with a cry of bold voice, to call upon you, O heavenly Father, to say:
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread 

Taking the bread in his holy hands, Christ blessed it, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his chosen, saying: Take, eat; this is my body, which is distributed for you and for many, for the expiation and remission of sins.

Likewise taking the cup, he blessed it, gave thanks, drank and gave it to his disciples, saying: Drink this all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion

This prayer is adapted from the Armenian Apostolic Church’s liturgy:
Christ is sacrificed and distributed among us. Alleluia. 

His Body he gives us for food, and his holy Blood he bedews for us. Alleluia.
Draw near to the Lord and take the light. Alleluia.
Taste and see that the Lord is sweet. Alleluia.
Praise the Lord in the heavens. Alleluia.
Praise him in the heights. Alleluia.
Praise him, all his angels. Alleluia.
Praise him, all his hosts. Alleluia.
OR

This prayer is also adapted from the Armenian Apostolic Church’s liturgy; it is especially appropriate if using Revised Common Lectionary readings of Good Shepherd Sunday:
We thank you, Holy God, who prepared the holy Church for us as a haven. Alleluia.

We thank you, Christ, who granted us life through your Body and Blood. Alleluia.

We thank you, Spirit of Truth, who have renewed the holy Church. Alleluia.

We give thanks to you, O Christ our God, who granted us this tasting of your goodness for holiness of life. Keep us holy, dwelling in and about us by your grace.

Be our shepherd in the field of your holy will, defending us against all evil’s opposition; and make us hear your voice alone and to follow you, the only good and valiant and true Shepherd, who are blessed with the Father and with the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

We have been filled with your good things, O Lord. Glory in the highest to you who have fed us. You who continually feed us, send down upon us your spiritual blessing. Glory in the highest to you who have fed us.

—Sending—

Blessing and Charge

This blessing and charge (based on Psalm 34:1) is adapted from the one traditionally used by the Armenian Apostolic Church
Go out into the world in peace!
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall at all times be in my mouth.

Be blessed by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Depart in peace and the Lord be with you all. Amen.
SERMON
by Christine Chakoian, pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest, IL, 

presented to the Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church, Downey, CA, 

February 22, 2015.

These days I am keenly aware that my Dad won’t be here forever. At 92, my father is truly the patriarch - sharp as a tack, often winning at duplicate bridge, and utterly up-to-date on the economy and world news. But just a few weeks ago we lost my Horkoor to cancer. My father is thinking a lot about his own life, and what difference it has made. He’s especially concerned with what he will hand on to his five children and ten grandchildren as an inheritance– not only in terms of money or worldly treasures, but especially in wisdom and faithfulness. 

Dad trusts that we, his children and grandchildren, will try to be good stewards of what he leaves us. But he also knows our choices will either carry on, or dispense with, his legacy. 

Sorting through an inheritance is not always easy, as we learned when my mother died. Mom didn’t have a lot of things that were useful or valuable anymore. But so many things held memories: a seashell from vacation, a photo of a grandchild’s graduation, a string of pearls passed down from her mother. So much required thoughtful conversation among her children. What worth did each item have—not just in monetary value, but in the story it told, the values it reflected, the memories it carried? What did we want her grandchildren to receive—not just her things, but what they held of her identity and struggles, her triumphs and hard-won wisdom? 

Eventually it came down to this: What among all that she left us was obviously important enough to keep? These choices felt less like a burden than a sacred privilege. If we’d kept everything without thinking about it, it would have just become a shrine or a museum. In fact, the act of discerning together as her children helped us appreciate all the more what it is she gave to us, and the meaning of her life. 

Isn’t this the same task we’re facing as Armenian Christians this year? In April, our generation is mourning the 100th anniversary of the cruel genocide; we are grieving again the 1.5 million who died, and the half-million more who were deported and exiled. It is a bitter sorrow, remembering the brutal treatment they received. Millions of hearts broken and bodies abused. Millions of pieces of property taken, millions of memories dismantled, millions of dreams destroyed. 

All of us have stories, don’t we? I was five when my grandmother told me how her male relatives in Sivas were lined up, forced to kneel, and shot at point-blank range. Her grandfather –Arvedis Minassian, had built an evangelical school. Her grandmother Antaram Minassian– a devout, gentle woman who had welcomed the evangelical missionaries – her grandmother died in a death march. It is fitting that we grieve their deaths and press loudly for the acknowledgement of this cruelty. 

But if we only grieved their suffering and loss, we would miss this sacred opportunity: we would miss the chance to examine our inheritance of their remarkable faith. And that is not a burden; it’s a sacred privilege. 

So what have we received from them?

The first treasure we have received from the martyrs is this: a heart to feel the suffering of others … eyes to see those whom the world would render invisible … and hands to help those who are persecuted. We have all at one time or another wondered what might have happened if the world had listened to Ambassador Morgenthau’s warnings about the persecutions. How many could have been saved if the West had reached out more boldly. How much suffering could have been averted – the starvation, the cruelty, the evil – if someone had had the will to see, really see what was going on. 

Through the suffering of our parents and grandparents, we have inherited this gift: the deep knowledge that our lives can make a profound difference in alleviating others’ pain. Honoring this gift requires a commitment on our part to move from self-absorption to compassion, to move from obsession with our happiness to love for the neighbor and even the stranger, a commitment to see those who still suffer even – and especially – when the forces of evil would render them invisible. The Christian minorities in Syria and Iraq; the Coptic Christians murdered by ISIS in Libya; the Christian victims of Boko Haram in Nigeria; and even people of other faiths in our own land who are persecuted for their beliefs. If we are to honor the inheritance of suffering that we have received, we must commit ourselves to see – really see – those whose suffering the forces of evil would make invisible to the world, and do what we can in the name of Christ to offer a cup of cold water to those who are thirsting for righteousness. 

And the second treasure we have received from the martyrs is the most resilient faith in the world. My father received the faith from his parents, who received it from their parents, who received it from generations before them, who received it from the apostles who brought the Gospel. I don’t have to tell you, though I’m constantly telling my “Odar” friends, that we were the first Christian nation. For the centuries that followed, our ancestors kept the faith under the rule of Persians, Greeks, Romans, Arabs and Turks. Even in the face of genocide, we did not waver. 

The martyrs knew that nothing – nothing – can separate us from God’s love. In the words of the apostle Paul, evil may tear us from our houses and take us from our children, but nothing - nothing can tear God’s love away from us. The fact that so many Armenians who survived the genocide kept their faith is astonishing. The Turks could take away everything – but even the strongest force of evil could not strip them of their faith. 

But the force of evil is still at work in the world, and in our lives – and often it comes in a more subtle way: in the hardships of our life that test our faith; in our broken relationships that cast doubt on the power of love; in our trials of finance or security, or our battles with disease or mental illness that make us wonder whether God is still there.

To you in such times, I beg you to hear the martyrs’ voices echoing the words of St. Paul, whispering this encouragement in your ears:

This is the kind of faith of which St. Paul writes when he says:

*35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,


‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’


37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

