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“As members of one body, you are called to peace” (Col 3:15) 

  
History of Tumekutana  
Tumekutana means “We Have Come Together.”  This conference of Presbyterian 
Women leaders from Africa was born out of a vision to answer questions asked by 
Presbyterian Women’s leaders around Africa: “Are our Presbyterian sisters in other 
countries facing the same challenges?  Are we the only ones suffering?” These needs 
prompted the organization of Tumekutana conferences.  We came together in 2007 and in 
2011 we came together again.  In that gathering in 2007, fifty-one African Presbyterian 
and Reformed Women leaders from sixteen countries, and eighteen women from the US 
met in Nairobi, Kenya to share the challenges facing African women.  These African 
sisters decided that this conference was so important to them that they would meet again. 
Hoping for a triennial event, we were able to meet again in 2011. 
 
Determination of Place and Content 
Tumekutana 2011 was designed especially for Kigali, Rwanda, with the theme “Women 
as Agents of Peace, Healing, and Reconciliation.”  The Steering Team chose Rwanda 
because of the country’s history with their own peace, healing, and reconciliation and the 
presence of the strong Presbyterian Church of Rwanda, who could lead us through these 
issues.  Rwanda itself provided the perfect model for the women who will continue to 
journey together in all circumstances with their people toward attaining full justice, 
sustainable peace, and reconciliation.   It also provided a different region of Africa from 
the last conference with modestly priced transportation, room, and board that was 
accessible to our many travelers. 
 
The African Women determined the theme, speakers and venue for the conference and 
led the planning.  American women served primarily as advisors, facilitators and support 
people.  Fifty-three African women traveled to represent eighteen African countries, 
along with ten women from the US, including several mission workers living in Africa.1  
Content of the workshops was determined by the Steering Team, shaped by input from 
each of the African participants prior to the conference. 
 
During the Conference 
While it would be impossible to go into detail for every aspect of the conference, our 
activities of the week began with preaching and worship at various local churches as an 
immersion into Rwanda.  We were supported by thoughtful presentations given by our 

                                                 
1 A directory of participants is available upon request 



selected speakers2, and engaged in a field trip that made the genocide real to all of us.  
Our speakers laid the foundation for us to be able to understand how terrible violence can 
occur, how to find healing, and how to move beyond the act of violence itself into the 
peace-filled life Christ wanted for us. We learned that “suffering that is not healed, is 
transferred”. 3 Small group times helped us to reflect on what we saw and heard, and 
importantly, how it impacted our own lives.  This group time in particular provided us 
with a safe place to share and pray.   

The visit to the Kigali Genocide Memorial 
The objective of the visit was to understand the background of the genocide and its 
consequences, and to try and gain a sense of what our Rwandan sisters have gone through 
and yet still face.  We learned of its historical context, including the differences between 
Hutus and Tutsi. After a walk through the museum we visited the graves and laid flowers.  
Our day continued with a presentation from the Ramera group who included the 
perspective of both victims and perpetrators of the genocide. They told us how a local 
pastor who was working through the meaning of his own faith helped enable local people 
to live together and love one another as neighbors through concrete action.  As we 
gathered that evening in small groups we shared our own personal stories of violence, 
listened to our own painful stories, and prayed together.  We embodied our theme verse, 
“As members of one body you are called to peace.” (Col 3:15) 
 
Conference Evaluations 
Conference evaluations captured what we did well, saying: 

“I was encouraged to open up and get my wounds healed.”  

“We should not underrate any violence, because the damages are enormous.”  

“The importance of forgiveness.  Humans need each other, hence the need to live 
in harmony.” 

“I will tell my family to promote women’s rights through legal changes and 
women’s interests in social and economic policy.” 

“We were filled with the peace of Christ. “ 

As is typical when we gather together in Africa, logistics and not enough time to talk 
together provided room for improvement.  Several women had trouble with traveling to 
Rwanda – many connections, delays, for example, and participants noted that they would 
have benefited from having more time in plenary to discuss outcomes of small groups.  
Our simultaneous translation between English and French throughout the conference 
went very well.  We were challenged to have speaker documents translated ahead of time.  
Two sisters from Mozambique spoke only Portuguese, and although they struggled to 
participate, we could see they fully engaged. The Holy Spirit was at work in our midst. 

                                                 
2 Andre Karamaga, Milcah Lalam, Placide Muhirwa, Nyambura Njoroge, Violet Nyirarukundo, Pauline 
Wanjiru  
3 Violet Nyirarukundo quoting Richard Rhor  



 
Financial Summary 
Costs for Tumekutana totaled $116,583, with its major expenses being travel, room/board 
expenses, translation costs.  We surpassed our original goal to raise $122,500 with a 
blessing of $182,487 in donations.  We acknowledge God’s gracious provision of every 
resource, and we give thanks to God for those who donated to Tumekutana.   These 
individual gifts were combined with donations from individual churches, Presbyteries, 
individual chapters and the national office of Presbyterian Women, the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, First Presbyterian Church of Evanston, and the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches. Canada’s Women’s Missionary Society awarded a 
generous grant, as well. We give our heartfelt thanks to every donor.  Without your 
support, Tumekutana would not have been possible.  As of today, there remains a balance 
of funds of $65,904 which will be used toward the next Tumekutana, as decided by the 
Steering team.  
 
Role of the Local Church in Rwanda 
The participation and support of the Presbyterian Church in Rwanda (EPR), was key to 
the success of Tumekutana 2011. The early endorsement by the Moderator, including his 
willingness to sign letters of invitation, dedicate personnel to fully support the planning 
and the operation of the conference,  was vital to the success of the conference . In 
particular the Women's Department represented by their director, 
several women pastors, volunteers in local EPR women's groups and the Finance 
Department  put countless hours of hard work toward the effort.  Members of women' 
groups throughout the country upheld both the planning and the actual conference in 
regular prayers.  Local congregations invited Tumekutana participants to preach on the 
first day of the conference and warmly welcomed participants to their services.  The EPR 
facilities used were very modestly priced, in good repair, and just right for all our needs.  
 
Tumekutana Elections and the Way Forward 
In order to ensure continuity for Tumekutana, participants agreed to elect regional 
representatives to join the 2011 Steering Team which included Ms. Caryl Weinberg of 
First Presbyterian Church of Evanston who initiated the idea to bring African 
Presbyterian women together, Madame Monique Misenga of  DR Congo, Mrs. Veronica 
Muchiri of Kenya, Rev. Dr. Mrs. Bridget Ben-Naimah of Ghana, Rev. Debbie Braaksma, 
PC(USA) Africa, Dr. Mrs. Amy McAuley, PCUSA-Evanston, Rev. Mrs. Julie Kandema 
of Rwanda, Mrs. Jessie Fubara-Manuel of Nigeria and the Rev. Janet Guyer, PC(USA) 
South Africa who served as a consultant to the committee. 
 
Participants went into regions and presented the following as their representatives:  
-Rev. Dr. Mrs. Mercy Akpama for West Africa 
-Rev. Mrs. Rose Marie Ibyshaka for East Africa  



-Rev. Dr. Mrs. Bukelwa Hans for Southern Africa 
-Mrs. Rebecca Bikoi for Central Africa 
 
These representatives are expected to be directly in touch with Presbyterian women in 
their regions, coordinate their activities related to Tumekutana and liaise between them 
and the Steering team particularly in terms of dissemination of information. Participants 
agreed that the newly constituted steering team would plan the way forward and put 
administrative structures in place to ensure the continuity of Tumekutana. The team 
would be expected to work towards the provision of administrative needs such as a 
written constitution to guide activities, funding, and a permanent leadership structure.  
They would produce periodic Bible study guides for use by participants and plan towards 
the next Tumekutana conference which would hopefully be held in two years (2014). 
 
Reflections on Tumekutana 2011 
Reflecting upon the success of Tumekutana, prayer was a key factor of the development 
and preparation, as well as uplifting the conference itself.  As planning and publicity 
progressed, people around the US signed up to learn about specific countries and pray for 
their representative woman by name, once we learned who they would be. Many took the 
opportunity to connect with these women via e-mail to let the women know they were 
being bathed in prayer. 
 
Tumekutana began as an idea, and has now become a movement.  Friendships that have 
been formed have led to regular prayer support and connection through communication 
by phone and e-mail. The steering committee is grateful to have been used by God, to 
help African sisters “come together” once more.  We are thankful for the opportunity 
Tumekutana provided to draw individuals, congregations, Presbyteries, validated mission 
support groups of the PC(USA), and the different offices of the PC(USA) together in 
combined support of African women partners 
 
 “As members of one body, you are called to peace.” (Col 3:15)  The coming together for 
Tumekutana reflects the unity that is portrayed by “the Body of Christ.”  This unity is 
expressed through the sharing of stories, in the shedding of tears, in the time spent in 
prayer, both in grief and in joy; in learning from our speakers and from each other; in 
hearing and understanding each other across language, culture, and experience; in our 
worship that centered on Christ; and in the hopes, dreams and plans made that will help 
each leader to live out that “calling to peace.”   
 
 
 
For further information regarding Tumekutana, please feel free to contact any of the 
following participants: 



 
Rev. Debbie Braaksma, PC(USA) Africa,  debbie.braaksma@pcusa.org  
Rev. Dr. Mrs. Bridget Ben-Naimah, Ghana,   bben-naimah@ug.edu.gh 
Mrs. Susan Colten, US,  s.colten@comcast.net  
Rev. Janet Guyer, PC(USA), South Africa,  jguyer@pobox.com  
Mrs. Jessie Fubara-Manuel, Nigeria, jessiebenebo@yahoo.com  
Rev. Mrs. Julie Kandema, Rwanda,  juliekandema@yahoo.co.uk  
Dr. Mrs. Amy McAuley, PCUSA-Evanston, Zambia,   amcauley0@gmail.com  
Madame Monique Misenga, DR Congo, misenga2002@yayoo.fr  
Mrs. Veronica Muchiri, Kenya, njokimuchiri@yahoo.com  
Rev. Mrs. Rose Marie Ibyshaka, Rwanda, akimana_rose@yahoo.com  
Ms. Caryl Weinberg, US, cweinberg@firstpresevanston.org  
 



TUMEKUTANA 2011 FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

INCOME USD 
           Tumekutana Carry forward 1,810 

            FPE Mission Fund 19,913 

            FPE Great Commission Fund 15,000 

            FPE Individual Donors 53,439 

            PC(USA) ECO Donors (net of fees) 16,523 

           World Communion of Reformed Churches 36,492 

           WMS of Presbytery of Canada 9,950 

           Presbyterian Women PCUSA 15,000 

          Conference Attendee Fees 12,935 

          Outreach Foundation 1,425 

Total Income $182,487 
  
EXPENSE  
           Preplanning Rwanda 2/11 $7,407 

           Preplanning Rwanda 9/11 $5,220 

           Preplanning US Team $6,340 
                               Conference Calls 2,699 

                               Publicity 2,196 

                              Meetings 1,045 

                              Fundraising 400 

          Conference $97,616 
                              Speakers and Programs 5,309 

                              Room and Board 19,856 

                              Airfare and Visas 54,751 

                              Gifts for Attendees 2,540 

                              Translators 10,071 

                              Administration 459 

                              Materials/Media/Publicity 2,113 

                              Local Transportation and Tours 2,517 

Total Expense $116,583 
  
  

SURPLUS $65,904 
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T U M E K U T A N A 
 
PRESBYTERIAN/REFORMED AFRICAN WOMEN LEADERS GATHERING 
THEME: Women as Agents of Peace, Healing and Reconciliation 
  15-19 October, 2011 
  Kigali, Rwanda 
 

CONFERENCE TESTAMENT 
 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts and be thankful.”  Col. 3:15 
 

We, as Presbyterian/Reformed women Church leaders in Africa, meeting at the EPR 
Guest House, Isano, Kigali, Rwanda, 15-19 October, 2011, state as follows: 
 

 We thank God immensely for God’s mercies, protection and provision in making 
this follow-up gathering a possibility. We trust God for God’s continued grace 
and guidance for the future as we recommit ourselves to God’s service and 
proclamation of the gospel. 

 We appreciate the work of the women of Africa and the partners with which God 
has blessed us with, namely the Africa Office/PC[USA], Presbyterian 
Women/PC[USA], Women’s Missionary Society/Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
World Communion of Reformed Churches, All Africa Conference of Churches, 
Eglise Presbytérienne au Rwanda [EPR] and the ways they have supported this 
gathering.  

 We confess Christ as our only Savior and Lord and recommit ourselves to honor 
and glorify God so long as we live.  We state our dependence on God as our help 
to be agents of peace, healing and reconciliation in our homes, our communities, 
our churches and our countries.   

 We affirm the role and precious gifts of women that keep the hopes of the whole 
world alive as they express the fruits of the Holy Spirit including  love, joy, peace, 
patience and kindness. 

 We strive for inner peace by God’s grace so that we are able to receive healing for 
our personal pains and wounds, and thereby be true agents of peace to the world. 

 We recognize the presence of violence in our homes, our communities, our 
churches and our countries which is a result of conflicts, wars, neglect/failure to 
follow the peace of Christ, and negative cultural/traditional/patriarchal practices. 

 We grieve over the consequences of violence that lead to poverty, illiteracy, 
diseases, emotional brokenness, disunity, loss of property, loss of life and 
displacement especially as it affects rural women and children. 

 
We therefore commit ourselves: 
 

 To encourage women to participate in the legislative process and to sensitize other 
women to existing legislation to ensure Christian gender mainstreaming. 
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 To set up strategies for mobilizing women to cooperate with, support each other 
and speak out with a common voice against all forms of injustices so that as 
women, we can reclaim our God given place in creation. 

 To actively pursue opportunities for trainings and mentoring on conflict 
transformation and trauma healing in order to transform rather than transfer the 
pain of violence to others. 

 To urge our Churches to ensure gender equality in theological education and 
ordination, and to implement the guidelines on gender-justice of the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches. 

 To develop a process of bringing concerns to the attention of the Tumekutana 
Executive Committee to allow for concerted support including prayers and 
advocacy. 

 To affirm and embrace all our cultural and traditional practices that uplift women 
but strongly reject and speak against all those that debase, oppress, endanger and 
humiliate women and children.  

 To encourage rereading of the Bible with sensitivity to gender 
 With special attention to women and children, we will honor and respect the 

rights and sensitivities of all people living with HIV and AIDS. We will use 
language that is accurate, inclusive and affirming, which takes into consideration 
physical, social, economic and spiritual realities as we share information about 
HIV and AIDS and give encouragement. 

 To  play our roles as teachers, mothers , aunties and grand-parents in teaching 
children and the youth on sexuality, self-esteem and life skills in order to prepare 
them for responsible adulthood upholding Christian values. 
 
 

18 AFRICAN NATIONS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Cameroon 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
Equatorial Guinea 
Ethiopia 
Ghana 
Kenya 
Lesotho 
Madagascar 
Malawi 

Mauritius 
Mozambique 
Nigeria 
Rwanda 
South Africa 
South Sudan 
Togo 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
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