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In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that great day, we watch and wait in the Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, and remembering the promises of God with prayer. 


These litanies for the lighting of Advent candles are based on the now-common practice of associating certain Sundays of Advent with the themes of “hope, peace, joy, and love,” and use readings from the Revised Common Lectionary. 

Sundays of Advent

After a greeting in the name of the Lord, the leader says:

Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! 

We light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, 

remembering the promises of God with prayer.

On the First Sunday of Advent:

We light this candle in hope. 
Light the first candle.
Sentences of Scripture may be read:

Year A
Romans 13:11–12

Year B
1 Corinthians 1:8

Year C
Jeremiah 33:14

The litany concludes with prayer:

God of hope,

out of death you bring life. 

Renew us in hope,

so that we may be alert

to the dawning of Christ’s advent among us.

God of promise, God of hope, 

into our darkness come.

On the Second Sunday of Advent:

We light this candle in hope. 
Light the first candle.
We light this candle for peace. 
Light the second candle.
Sentences of Scripture may be read:

Year A
Isaiah 11:6

Year B
Psalm 85:10​–11

Year C
Luke 1:78–79

The litany concludes with prayer:

God of hope, 

God of peace,

you speak peace into the world

through the way of the Christ-child.

Help us to live as peacemakers 

that we may be called children of God. 

God of promise, God of peace, 

into our darkness come.

On the Third Sunday of Advent:

We light this candle in hope. 
Light the first candle.
We light this candle for peace. 
Light the second candle.
We light this candle in joy. 
Light the third candle (pink).
Sentences of Scripture may be read:

Year A
Isaiah 35:1–2

Year B
1 Thessalonians 5:16–18

Year C
Philippians 4:4

The litany concludes with prayer:

God of hope, 

God of peace,

God of joy,

you are our salvation;

we trust in you and are not afraid.

Lead us to draw water with rejoicing

from the springs of salvation. 

God of promise, God of joy,

into our darkness come.

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent:

We light this candle in hope. 
Light the first candle.
We light this candle for peace. 
Light the second candle.
We light this candle in joy. 
Light the third candle (pink).
We light this candle with love. 
Light the fourth candle.
Sentences of Scripture may be read:

Year A
Matthew 1:23

Year B
Psalm 89:1

Year C
Luke 1:46–47

The litany concludes with prayer:

God of hope, 

God of peace, 

God of joy, 

God of love,

you are love, and those who abide in love

abide in you. 

Teach us how to love one another

as reflections of your light in the world.

God of promise, God of love, 

into our darkness come.

Christmas Eve and/or Christmas Day

After a greeting in the name of the Lord, the leader says:

We have watched; we have waited . . .
. . . in hope, 
Light the first candle.
. . . for peace, 
Light the second candle.
. . . in joy,
Light the third candle (pink).
. . . with love. 
Light the fourth candle.
Now our redemption draws near! 
Light the Christ candle (white, center).
Sentences of Scripture may be read:

Year A, B, C
Luke 2:10–11 

The litany concludes with praise: 

Glory to God in the highest!

Alleluia! Amen! 

On each of the Sundays of Advent, and on Christmas Eve and/or Christmas Day, the lighting of the Advent candles may be followed by the Cameroonian song “He Came Down” (Glory to God #137 or Sing the Faith #2085), adding “. . . that we may have hope” as the first verse. 

